
Haven’t Things Changed! 
 
This afternoon we found out just how much things have changed, in various 
aspects of our lives. 
 
Jeanne recalled her first recollection of doorstep selling, in the 1940s by 
Romany Gypsies, selling their homemade wares. 
In the countryside, farmers were often seen doing their rounds selling milk, 
eggs and vegetables. 
Selling but by appointment came the coalman, but one of the kids always 
had to be on hand to count the empty bags. 
What about the Onion Johnnies, wearing colourful jumpers and berets, who 
made the trip over from France every summer, with their bicycles loaded 
down with onion plaits. 
 
Of course the Co-op for many years had separate milk and bread deliveries, 
originally using carts pulled by horses who knew exactly at which houses to 
stop at. 
The Insurance man was a very regular visitor, collecting weekly or monthly 
payments.  Don’t forget the Tally man, who may not have always been very 
welcome. 
Jeanne remembers her father buying the set of Encyclopaedia Britannica on 
a monthly basis from a door salesman. 
 
There has always been religious groups who call around the houses, The 
Mormons, Salvation Army sometimes with music, and  Jehovah Witness. 
From America came Tupperware, Bettawear, Kleeneze, do you remember 
the parties? 
Along came Avon Cosmetics, door to door selling which is still very 
successful. 
 
So what brought about the changes, people now are more mobile, a better 
selection of shops in the high street and in out of towns shopping centres.  
People use shopping as more of a social occasion to meet up with friends. 
Door to door selling is now active in different areas, such as Double glazing, 
solar panels, drives, garden clearance. 
 
There is the nuisance of cold calling via the telephone and leaflet dropping. 
So there is now a new choice for consumers; Do we go shopping and 
support the shops or do we go online, and wait for orders to be delivered to 
our door! 
 
Barry gave us a very humorous talk on “Entertainment Out of Home”. 
Apparently all this outside activity began with Adam & Eve and a snake in 
the grass.  Since then it has taken a serious shift as to, where, when, and 
with whom and can we watch? Not for the better, so much for innocence 
 



Regular outings to the cinema , think, Roman Forums, Gladiators, Lions, 
chariots, Ben Hur, Greek tragedies, Charlton Heston, Kirk Douglas, Sofia 
Loren, Liz Taylor.  Along came Marlon Brando then the wonderful Cowboy & 
Indian films, John Wayne, Alan Ladd. 
Revolutions, burnings, war films, suspense thrillers, every kind of genre to 
satisfy the pull of the cinemas. 
Entertainment became a little more refined with Music stars, theatre shows, 
musicals that moved into the provincial towns, along with museums and the 
finer arts, although some of them not yet for the common masses. 
 
The working man had their interests satisfied with Horse and greyhound 
racing, all towns having their own football teams where grounds were easily 
accessible.  Boxing clubs were very popular as were snooker and billiard 
halls. 
1960s money had become easier which seemed to encourage the 
entrepreneurs, promoters and managers.  All of which gave rise to music 
concerts, sports competitions alongside the explosion of expanding teenage 
culture. 
The actual way of visiting stadia and venues took a severe knock with the 
advent of outside TV broadcasts which grew very quickly and became a 
feature at all events. 
That led to sports stadia, concert halls being rebuilt in a modern or futuristic 
way, even providing high class food, nearby parking, shopping opportunities, 
all with the aim of wooing back the public who had been lost to TV event 
coverage. 
 
 
Eileen began her talk on Home Equipment by remembering the 1950s when 
she married. 
She had a little fold away wringer that tucked away into a table top, Very 
posh!  She had progressed from a copper to an electric boiler then onto twin 
tubs and spinners and now automatic washing machine and electric dryer. 
Ironing has been made much easier with the modern steam irons and the 
new non iron fabrics. 
 
Bathrooms have changed quite dramatically, in the 1950s and 60s the suites 
were white followed by the change to maroon, avocado green and midnight 
blue.  Matching towels became a necessity as part of household colour 
schemes.  Eileen recalls not buying a house because of the bathroom colour 
scheme!  She says that todays bathrooms are easier to clean and brighter, 
but the only colour available is white.  But this is compensated for by the 
variety of colours of towels, mats, window fabrics and tiles. 
 
Bedrooms have had a makeover through the years, gone are the satin and 
candlewick bedspreads, eiderdowns, bolsters, white cotton and candy striped 
sheets.  Feather duvets have been replaced with man made fibres, easier to 
change and wash.  Who has time these days to sit at a dressing table to 



apply their makeup, more than likely there will be a TV set on it instead. 
Dining rooms with a sideboard, display cabinet, aspidistra plant are few, 
some households have no need for even a table as the modern habit is 
eating your food from a lap tray in front of the TV. 
The living room, front room, parlour, lounge have become family rooms, 
shared with TV, x-box games, maybe a music centre and everyone’s laptops 
and tablets. 
But each to their way of living in the modern era. 
Eileen is most definite about the greatest household change and that is 
Central heating, so easy and clean to use.  No more hot water bottles, 
electric blankets or heating up water for baths or ladies with red blotchy 
legs. 
Despite all the changes for the better, it is still nice to think back with smiles 
to the Good or Bad old days and to know that we survived. 
 
 
Wendy talked next about Teenagers/Manners. 
Following the end of the 2nd World war, many families were left without a 
father figure.  Conscription soon ended which had provided a better start 
and a trade for young men.  The 11+ exam seem to divide young people at 
that early age into the brightest children and the not so bright.  This caused 
family problems as child development happens at different times. 
Those at grammar schools maybe would have been better attending the up 
and coming comprehensive schools, there were more options here to go on 
to learning a trade. 
During the 40s and 50s, girls were still expected to be stay at home 
housewives, so girls were not offered subjects that could lead to a future 
career. 
Times changed in the 1960s, when children started to understand what was 
happening in the wide world, and what issues their parents had been dealing 
with.  Ban the Bomb marches and sit ins started, followed by the Flower 
Power influences on teenagers, in this new modern world. 
Teenagers used to dress like their parents, many families had to use a “hand 
me down” method of clothing their children. 
But when rationing came to an end, there was an explosion in teenage life 
where they wanted their own identity to go with the milk bars, juke boxes, 
coffee shops and dance floors that were rapidly expanding. 
 
Every generation since has experienced their own ideas and attitudes of how 
to behave.  Wendy concludes by making a few points about how lax we have 
all become about “Good manners”, both in what we expect and what is done 
in normal behavior. 
How often do you see & hear; please & thanks, the door is held open for 
you, waiting to take your turn, go to help other people, good customer 
service.  Or is it that our generation are now intolerant towards other 
generations. 
 



Marguerite recalled the changes in the Sewing Machine. 
Having first discovered them at the age of 6, she quickly learnt from her 
father that she had an understanding of all things sewing.  From making 
underwear for herself and sister to repairing and “making do” using 
household articles, sheets were used to make other garments or turned 
sides to middle to give a new lease of life.   
Using for many years a hand sewing machine bought from a house sale, on 
leaving school and going to work for a bespoke tailor she moved on to a 
treadle machine, which enabled her to make suits and other clothes for 
paying customers and bought her first pair of tailor’s shears. 
Wanting to carry on working at home, at the age of 19 she invested in an 
electric sewing machine which came with many attachments as well as being 
able to zig-zag, embroidery and sew with 2 colours at the same time. 
This turned out to be the favourite machine and still in use. 
 
We heard about the use of industrial machines that are set into a table and 
have a clutch and motor set underneath, that have self winding bobbins. 
Today there are multi headed machines to embroider logos onto clothing, 
and have functions that are able to sew the modern stretchy knitted fabrics. 
There are now many brands of the sewing machine, many with computerised 
advances that are able to stitch lace motifs and other decorations, for use at 
home.  Singer machines made in Scotland until 1970 are now based in 
Tennessee but still retains the name of The Singer Company. 
 
 
Margaret talked about the way delivery services have changed over the 
years.  We all could remember the delivery of milk, bread, coal direct to our 
doors and the postman bringing letters twice a day!   Royal mail have now to 
rely on delivering trade leaflets in order to keep up their income stream so 
that postal services are not lost altogether.  Sadly there are few door to door 
deliveries these days, especially with milk, being bought from supermarkets 
and in plastic containers. 
Newspaper deliveries by school children before classes start are on the 
decline, through safety issues, online editions and sales from supermarkets.  
Even sporting papers are in decline through the instant production of results 
via the TV and social media. 
Even fruits and vegetables were delivered by horse and cart, and sometimes 
you were left with a gift from the horse that was quickly taken to feed the 
roses! 
 
Many households used catalogues which contained hundreds of items to 
choose from, Kays, Gratton, Littlewoods, Great Universal.  This way of 
shopping helped families to budget and somtimes make money by becoming 
an agent.  What do we do today……………. Order goods from online websites, 
sit back and wait for delivery by a man in a van.  Not a lot of Difference! 
BUT that way of shopping, because of the online choice is affecting the 
shops on the high street and now in shopping retail centres. 



Coal and log deliveries have survived in some places due to coal fires and 
log burners being installed in newer houses as well as being revived in 
terraced houses. 
Don’t forget beer and pop deliveries to home, what a welcome help as glass 
bottles were so heavy to carry from the shops.  Also those companies 
accepted the empty bottles back and paid a deposit to the customer. 
Recycling all those years ago, we could learn about those practices now, but 
as metal has become more acceptable more drinks are sold in cans, and the 
dreaded plastic is being used for many foodstuffs. 
The most modern delivery that has affected most households is for Ready 
meals.  Households now do less homebaking than ever before, many people 
only eat take away food and delivered food.  There is not a type of cuisine 
that is not available via a mobile phone and credit card. 
 
Things have certainly changed!! 
 
 


